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Presidents and chair secretary 

 

President: Daniela Forero 

Copresident: Catalina Alba 

Chair secretary: Juliana Rojas 

 

United Nations Human Rights Office of the High 

Commissioner 

 

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) was 

first founded in December of 1993. Its main objective is to preserve and encourage the 

respect of Human Rights everywhere. It is clear that one of its pillars is the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights of 1948. The High Commissioner of OHCHR is Zeid Ra’ad 

Al Hussein, who works urgently to take action to empower individuals and lead nations 

to maintain human rights.  

OHCHR’S priorities are to strengthen Human Rights mechanism worldwide; to promote 

equality and diminish discrimination; to combat impunity and to spread Human Rights to 

the economic territory; to protect human rights overall in extraordinary situations such as 

violence, conflict or insecurity.  

 

First topic: LGBTIQA rights 

 

Introduction to the fight for LGBTIQA rights 

On December 10th 1948, the United Nations General Assembly approves the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, in which it is declared that each and every single human is 

born free regarding their dignity and rights. We are set in the year 2011, when the United 

Nations Human Rights Council states its deep concern towards the acts of violence and 

discrimination committed due to sexual orientation and gender identity. There are many 

places around the world where lesbians, gays, bisexual, transgender, intersex, questioning 

and asexual people still suffer from discrimination, brutal violence, torture, kidnapping 
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and even murder. There are 76 countries where same sex relationships are typified as 

crimes, without any respect to the basics Human Rights whatsoever. This is something 

that must be changed. Currently, there are 40 countries that have officially legalized same 

sex relationships and there are even more that have legally prohibited the discriminations 

towards LGTBIQA people. Plus, even more countries recognize the urgency and are 

pushing the UN so they take action regarding the mentioned issue.  

Current issues  

- LGBTIQA parenting 

LGBTIQA people become parents in a variety of ways. Great progress has been made in 

protecting the relationships of LGBTIQA parents and their children. Unfortunately, 

there’s still a lot of work to be done. 

Sexual orientation and gender identity should not affect a person’s legal ability to be a 

parent. Therefore, we advocate for LGBTIQA people to have equal opportunities to build 

the kinds of families that they feel are most meaningful to them. 

- LGBTIQA relationships 

LGBTIQA people, like everyone else, should have the freedom to build the kinds of 

personal, intimate relationships most meaningful to them without risking that their 

families will be disregarded or harmed. On the other hand, they must have marriage 

recognized in whichever country they live.  

- LGBTIQA youth 

Youngsters and teenagers have the right to be themselves!  Lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, intersex, questioning and asexual youth shouldn’t have to fear day to day 

activities. They have the freedom to be open (or not) about their identity and beliefs in 

public.  

- LGBTIQA rights 

We have much more work to do to achieve lasting legal and social change. That’s why 

we must continue to fight the legislatures, courts, and streets for nondiscrimination laws 

that specifically protect LGBTIQA people since only a minority of countries have laws 

that specifically protect them. 

Worldwide take on LGBTIQA rights  

The following is a map describing the position held by countries all around the world that 

will help us to understand the current situation we’re living in: 
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As we can see in the map, the severe situation is being lived especially in Africa and 

Europe (in Russia specifically) where imprisonment and death penalty are legal, which is 

concerning and must change since nobody should ever have the right to take away 

someone’s life just for who they choose to love or by who they want to be identified with.  

In other places, specifically in the American continent, the fight must stand so the rights 

and laws protecting LGBTIQA people stay valid and so we can legalize many more. 

Free & Equal 

Free & equal is an unprecedented United Nations global public education campaign for 

LGBTIQA equality.  A project of the United Nations Human Rights Office, Free & Equal 

raises awareness of homophobic and transphobic violence and discrimination, and 

promotes greater respect for the rights of LGBTIQA people everywhere. The campaign 

requires, among other things, to change the mentality and general view people have for 

LGBTIQA people. This can only be possible if we raise awareness and work together to 

create a world where we can truly be free and equal. 
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Second topic: gender based discrimination 

 

Introduction 

Throughout history there have been many types of discrimination: racial, religious based, 

political based, and gender based (discrimination towards women). Although we’ve 

overcome great obstacles, there is still a long way to go. Nowadays sexism is not as 

perceptible as it was 100 years ago; for example, 100 years ago women weren’t allowed 

to vote- thanks to English, French and American suffragists modern women are able to 

express our political choices. Officially, women’s suffrage was recognized by the UN in 

1948, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Still, it wasn’t until 1957 that 

Colombia approved this law. Also, everyday sexism we can perceive in magazines by the 

way media objectifies women and not men, or in the current wage gap (women make 

about 1/4th less than men), or in the misrepresentation in politics, music, literature, etc., 

although we represent a 51% of the world’s population.  

There are still countries and cities where sexism is way worse, for example African 

women are currently living female genital mutilation, or women from the Middle East 

where they receive violence, mistreat and evident inequality. These are topics we are 

concerned about. But we need to create a conscience, and to achieve that, we chose 

countries which are nearer to us, so we can see that there is no such country as feminist- 

or equal in its whole.  

What is feminism? Why do we need it? 

Feminism is the movement and ideology that fights for equality between men and women 

in all aspects: cultural, economic, political, sexual, personal and social. Contrary to 

popular belief, feminism doesn’t advocate only for women and discriminates men; it 

advocates for both sexes. Feminism begun in the late nineteenth century in the US and the 

UK when certain groups of females started to claim their political, sexual and economic 

rights- not as a women, but as an equal. Feminism is divided into three waves- the latest 

wave was in the 1990s. It cannot be affirmed that feminism started in certain time, because 

there have always been feminists, though not movements. There have been numerous 

famous women actively participating in the feminist movement, like Simone de Beauvoir, 

considered the most important feminist within 20th century itself, Virginia Woolf, Frances 

Wright, Joan of Arc, Caitlin Moran, etc. After this short introduction, the reason of “why 

we need feminism” is a bit obvious, isn’t it? But we – as moral human beings- have to 

fight against inequality, violence and mistreating of women. 
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Current issues  

As said before, women worldwide are suffering different types of abuses. Right now, there 

are deeply concerning issues happening at the same time in different places:     

- The wage gap worldwide 

- Female genital mutilation in Africa 

- Missing girls in Asia, referring to a high number of women that according to 

statistics should be there but for various reasons are not (infanticide, abortions, etc.) 

- Misrepresentation of women in almost every social area 

- Dress codes in the USA 

- Forced sexual labors 

- Sex-selective abortions in the Middle East  

- Violence among religions  

 

Targets 

 

Although it has been vividly mentioned across the development of the first and second 

topic, it is crucial to articulate that inequality has been a serious issue affecting people all 

across the globe during ancient times and still continues to do so nowadays.  

As human beings we have rights since the day we are born and we cannot continue to live 

in a world where even the most essential rights are not being respected and love is literally 

the reason people are being judged to the extreme of being murdered.  

We certainly hope at the end of this model for everyone involved in this committee to 

understand the gravity of this issue and how important it is stop it. It may take years and 

even another century but we have to start somewhere and hopefully if awareness is raised 

all over the globe, we might be able to end it for good.  
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Delegations  

 

 Afghanistan 

 Algeria 

 Argentina 

 Australia 

 Canada 

 China 

 Colombia 

 Costa Rica 

 Egypt 

 England 

 FEMEN 

 France 

 India 

 Ireland 

 Mexico 

 North Korea 

 Peru 

 Russia 

 Somalia 

 Spain 

 The Vatican 

 Uganda 

 Ukraine 

 USA 

 Vietnam 

 WBC (Westboro Baptist Church)
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